Chemotaxis and cell differentiation in Dictyostelium.
Dictyostelium genome sequencing predicts an unexpectedly large number of genes. Many are absent from yeast but present in animals and presumably support cellular abilities not found in yeast. Prominent amongst these abilities is chemotaxis, where great strides are being made in understanding how cells orient in a gradient and mobilise their cytoskeleton for movement. In multicellular development, a regulatory scheme for proportioning prespore and prestalk-O cells has emerged.